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A Pair of the Lord

Suddha’s
—ootprints
at

SaMorakot,

Dong S

Pracr

Maha Pho,
iNnburi

Professor H.S.H. Prince Subhadradis Diskul

I am very pleased with the new discovery of a
pair of the Lord Buddha's footprints at Sa Morakot,
Dong Si Maha Pho, Prachinbur province. | believe
that they were carved during the Dvaravati period,
dated between the 13t — 15t centuries B.E. Like
Dr. Nantana Chutiwong, | assume from the fact that
there are the wheels of Dhamma on both soles that
these are the Buddha's footprints, not Vishnu's or
Siva’s.

As for the hole between each footprint, | cannot
yet make any assumption since | have not seen the
place. However, Dr, Nantana believes il to be a
post hole because the post togelher with the
Buddha's footprints and sometimes the throne were
used as symbols of the Lord Buddha in the art of
the period when Buddha images were not yet made
in human form as in ancient India and the early
Amaravati period. A pair of the Buddha's footprints
at the base of the post signifies that the Buddha is
the supporter of the universe’s axis, that is, the post
of fire or the post of the wheel of Dhamma which
is also the symbol of the Buddha himself.

MNr Nanlana further etated that the nost hole

was probably made to support a many-tiered um-
brella which is one of the royal ornaments and is
usually found with Buddha images and other
symbols of the Buddha. A low bas-relief of the
Buddha's footprints with a many-tiered umbrella
in the middle was discovered at the ancient remains
of the Anurachapura period (around the 4th—13th
centuries B.E.} in Si Lanka. There have been relations
between Si Lanka and Thailand concerning Therawat
Buddhism for a long time. Dr. Nantana also remarked
that these footprints do not stand out as ordinary
human feet, but are the imprints of feet. It is believed
that they were carved not only as a symbol of the
Lord Buddha or in place of Buddha images, but
also as testimony that the Lord Buddha had visited
the place and left his footprints for people to re-
member and worship after his death.

I, therefore, agree with Dr, Nantana Chutiwong
that these might be the Lord Buddha's footprints
with a many tiered umbrella over them. Future dis-
covery of umbrélla pieces which might have been
made of stone will probably validate such an inter-
pretation.
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