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34.39 cm. Found at Wiang Ta Kan, Chiengmai.

Late Haripunjaya style. 13th-14th century A.D. Wat
Ta Kan, Amphoe San Pa Tong, Chiengmai.
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Bronze. First period of U-tong style. 14th century
A.D. (?). Private collection of H.R.H. Prince Chalermpol
Dighamvara.
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Fig. 6 Standing Buddha with the body in stucco and
the head in terracotta. Late Haripunjaya style. Early
13th century A.D. In a niche of an octagonal stupa
at Wat Kukut or Chamdevi, Lampun.
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crowned
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Anclent City

Museum
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Fig. 7 Inscription in Pali using Khmer characters on
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An interesting bronze standing crowned Buddha
image 87 cm. high belongs to the Ancient City Museum
collection (fig.1).
pair of ear-rings that denote the Pala influence from
north-eastern India (8th-11th century A.D.) but the
necklace shows the type of the Khmer Angkor Wat
(first half of the 12th century) and Bayon (late 12th
.early 13th century) styles. The lower part of the
monastic dress again points to the Indian Pala
influence. The right hand of the Buddha performs
the attitude of dispelling fear whereas the left one
that of giving blessing. This mixed mudra might have
derived from the Chinese prototype.

According to the author, the Indian Pala influence
on this image probably came to northern Thailand
via Pagan in Burma and this image was presumably
cast at the same time with other five bronze repousse
Buddhist votive tablets which were found at Wiang
Ta Kan in the province of Chiengmai, northern Thai-
land (fig.2). They all presumably belong to the late
Haripunjaya art of northern Thailand and their date
could probably be attributed to about the 13th-14th
century A.D. It is reported that this bronze image
in the Ancient City Museum was discovered at Amphoe
Samchuk in the province of Supanburi, western Thai-
land. This is not surprising if one would take into
account the article entitled “Réflexions sur 1' Ecole
d’ U Thong et I' art de Haripunjaya' of Professor Jean
Boisselier, printed in a book called Art and Archaeology
in Thailand published by the Thai Fine Arts Department
in 1974. In that article the French scholar points
out the similarity between a group of Buddha images
found in Supanburi (figs. 3-5) with terracotta and
stucco Buddha images at Wat Chamdevi or Wat Kukut,
Lampun (fig.6) especially on the bare conical cranial
protuberance and concludes that there was a connection
between the late Haripunjaya art in Lampun and the

The image wears a crown and a

early U-tong school at Supanburi. Another evidence
that might support the theory that this bronze Buddha
image in the Ancient City Museum belongs to the
late Haripunjaya art about the 13th-14th century A.D.
is an inscription on the back (fig.7) which according
to the late Professor Cham Tongkhamwan, a Thai
epigraphist, is in Pali and uses Khmer characters which

can be attributed to the same period above-mentioned.



