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The Chenla
Kingdom

M.C.Subhadrgdis Diskul

The Chenla kingdom was the precur-
sor of the Khmer empire. Its original
cradle might have been in the middle
of the Mekong valley near the present
town of Champasak in Laos. Accor-
ding to an inscription their flrst two
monarchs might be Srutavarman and
Sreshthavarman. Their descendant
Bhavavarman (about the late 6™ cen-
tury A.D.) was a Funanese prince
who had married a Chenla princess
and began to attack the Funan empire
after their last king, Rudravarman,
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had died.
cousin,

Bhavavarman and his
Chitrasena, who later on
assumed the regal title of Mahendra-
varman, expanded the territory of the
Chenla Kingdom at the expense of
Funan. They also extended their
power into the eastern and north—
eastern parts of the present—day
Thailand. The son of Mahendravar-
man, Isanavarman I, (the first half of
the 7 century) accomplished the
conquest of the Funan empire and
again extended his power to eastern
Thailand.

After Isanavarman I there might be
another Bhavavarman (II) and then
Jayavarman I. After the latter’s
reign Chenla was divided into two
states;: Land Chenla and Water Chenla
in the 8" Century. This anarchy of
the country was suppressed by Jaya-
varman II (802—-850) who came back
from Java and united the country.
He is generally regarded as the foun-
der of the Khmer empire and his
genealogy attaches him to one of the
kings of Water Chenla.
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