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Fig. 1Vishnu. Stone. Found at Wat Si Sawai, Sukhothai. Ram Khamhaeng National Museum,
Sukhothai. Early Sukhothai art (?)
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Fig. 3 Torso of a Buddha statue. Stone. Found at Wat Saphan Hin, Sukhothai. Ram Khamhaeng

National Museum, Sukhothai. Dvaravati (Mon) or Srivijaya art.
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Fig. 4 Buddha subduing Mara. Stucco. From Wat Chang Lom, Si Satchanalai. Ram Khamhaeng
National Museum Early Sukhothai art.
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Fig. 5 Harihara. Bronze. Found inside the pedestal of the main Buddha image in the vihara
of Wat Si Sawai, Sukhothai. Ram Khamhaeng National Museum, Sukhothai. Sukhothai art.
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Fig. 6 Siva. Bronze. Found inside the pedestal of the main Buddha image in the vihara of Wat

q
Si Sawai, Sukhothai. Ram Khamhaeng National Museum, Sukhothai. Sukhothai art.
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““A New Dating of Sukhothai Art”’
by Dr. Piriya Krairiksh

Reviewed by
Professor M.C. Subhadradis Diskul

The reviewer has read the article entitled **A New Dating of Sukhothai Art”’ by Dr. Piriya
Krairiksh in the Muang Boran Journal, vol. 12, no. 1, January-March 1986, and would like to
express here his opinion for those who are interested in the Art History of Thailand.

First{of all, the reviewer disagrees with Dr. Krairiksh’s idea of dividing the art of
Sukhothai into successive fifty-year periods, because it is purely arbitrary without and supporting
archaeological evidence. If Dr. Krairiksh is following a precedent set by Khmer art historians,
he would do well to remember that they were able to divide the development of art into very
specific periods because of sufficient specific evidence, partially from copicus inscriptions.
Furthermore, the reviewer also does not accept Dr. Krairiksh’s idea of adding or deducting 543
(the difference in years between the Buddhist and Christian eras) whenever he would like to
use a surmised date as is necessary in the study of Art History; for instance, ““The Art of Sukhothai
from 1750 to 1850 B.E. (1207-1257 A.D.)”’. It should be *(1200-1250 A.D.)”’. The reviewer
also would like to confess that he does not dare to give the exact date of any monument or object
or to place it definitely in any specific reign without a very clear inscriptional record.

About the question of Sien in the Chinese chronicles as being Sukhothai or not, it is
still debatable and has to await further research. The reviewer, however, agrees with Mr. Suchit
Wongthet in his recently published book that Sukhothai was not the first ancient Thai capital
in present-day Thailand,

As for the date of San Ta Pha Daeng at Sukhothai, the reviewer would like to explain
that the Khmer styles of Angkor Wat and the Bayon are continuous. The style of Angkor Wat
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dates back to the first half of the 12th century A.D. and that of the Bayon to the late 12th and
carly 13th centuries. Therefore the late Angkor Wat style and the early Bayon styles display more
or less the same characteristics.

It is gratifying to know that Dr. Krairiksh admits that the three prang (towers) at Wat
Phra Phai Luang were constructed in the reign of King Jayavarman VII, the last greal monarch
of the Khmer empire. But as for the two bronze standing crowned Buddha images with both hands
in the gesture of argumentation found at Wat Si Sawai (pls. I and 2 in the same Muang Boran
Journal), it is obvious that they belong to the Khmer Angkor Wat or Bayon styles and should be
classified as Khmer or Lopburi Art, not as belonging to the earliest Sukhothai period. These
bronzes are only 22 and 25 ¢m high, respectively. They could have been brought to the area
quite easily from Cambodia or from the town of Lopburi or could have been made by Khmer
artists themselves when they were living near Wat Phra Phai Luang. One must not lose sight of
the tfact that much of Thailand, including the Sukhothai area, was controlled by the Khmer.

As for the sandstone (not laterite) lintel representing Vishnu lying upon the Naga found
at Wat Si Sawai (pl. 3), it should be dated as belonging at the latest to the 11th century A.D., since
Vishnu is still lying flat on the Naga. His torso only begins to be raised from the first half of
the 11th century (see the article entitled ‘“*Représentations khmeéres de Vishnu couché’ by
NMme, Mirgille Bénisti in the Journal des Arts Asiatiques, Tome XI, 1963, Fascicule 1, pp. 91-107).
Moreover, the hermit who sits at the feet of Vishnu has a cloth band tied around his crossed legs,
an iconographic detail which was quite popular in Khmer art of the 10th century. Consequently
this lintel was carved before the foundation of the city of Sukhothai, and judging from its small
size, 38 x 130 cm, could also have been imported quite easily. Wat 8i Sawail was presumably
puilt for Hinduism by the Khmer but was left unfinished and the Thai completed it as a Hindu
shrine. Later on it was turned into a Buddhist temple, That is the reason why the Buddhist vihara
in front is not on the same level as the three prang behind. Further evidence of its having been
z Hindu shrine are a few small broken Sukhothai Hindu bronzes buried inside the base of the
main Buddha image inside the vikgra. When King Vajiravudh (Rama VI) visited the town of
Sukhothal as the Crown Prince in 1907, he perceived that there still were many vestiges pointing
0 the edifice with the three prang as having been a former Hindu shrine (see the book in Thai,
A Trip'to Muang Phra Ruang, written by the king himself, 3rd edition, B.E. 2496, pp. 64-65
and 67). A stone statue of Vishnu which displays some Khmer influence but was probably carved
ov a Thai artist was also found at Wat Si Sawai when the Thai Fine Arts Department cleared the
remple between 1965 and 1969. The statue is now displayed in the Ram Khamhaeng National
\Museum, Sukhothai, and the reviewer thinks it might be classified as belonging to the early
sukhothai style.

As for the chedi in laterite in Wat Phra Phai Luang that Dr. Krairiksh says ‘‘is similar

o a chediin Angkor Thom constructed during the Bayon period,’” H. Parmentier, who wrote

ne book L'Art Architectural Hindou dans I'Inde et en Extréme-Orient to which Dr. Krairiksh
-zrers, is himself not sure about the dates of the two chedi, one at Angkor Thom and the other
n the town of Pursat (p. 130), that Dr. Krairiksh has used for comparison. The aforementioned
~hediin laterite at Wat Phra Phai Luang were built on the same brick floor as the vikara in front
¢ the three laterite prang. There is still another pavement in laterite underneath the brick floor

! the vihara. Therefore, these laterite chedi werg surely not built at the same time as the three

-ang but probably were constructed at the same tirite as the vikigra, which was added after

~e Khmer had lost their power in Thailand. The form of these chedi, moreover, resembles those
mall red sandstone stupa found at Wat Keo in Chaiya, in southern Thailand, and now preserved
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“in the National Museum at Chaiya, The influence might have come up from southern Thailand
Lo Sukhothai when King Ram Khamhaeng spread his power down south as indicated in Sukhothai
Inscription No. 1.

Regarding the stone figure of the Buddha Bhaisajyaguru (pl. 3), it is probably not an
antefix as it has a long tenon underneath which is now hidden inside a wooden base. As for the
bronze stupa (pl. 6), it is rather difficult to believe that *‘this small specimen must have been
the prototype of the lotus-bud stupa of the Sukhothai period.”’ The reviewer thinks that the
appearance of the lotus-bud stupa is very different. His conception of it is as follows: the Totus-bud
shaped stupa is composed of a tall base, usually of three storeys; the central part is in the form
of a model of a Khmer tower. Evidence for this is that some of these central elements still have
antefixes on the lateral redented corners. From this tower rises the lotus-bud finial, at the bottom
of which there are pediments at the cardinal points.

As for plate 7 (which is not a crowned Buddha image), as well as plate 8, and the votive
tablet to which Dr. Krairiksh refers, the reviewer thinks that they all belong to Khmer art, and
since the sizes of the two statues are 16 and 11.5 cm respectively, could have been imported
quite easily. These images, therefore, should not be classified as early Sukhothai Art though
they were discovered at Sukhothal,

As for whether prang at Wat Chao Chan (pl. 9) between Chaliang and Si Satchanalai
was a dharmasala (rest-house) constructed by King Jayavarman VII of Cambodia or not (though
its plan does not resemble the rest-houses in Cambodia such as at Prasat Prah Khan), one might
think that the Khmer style, once it became removed from Cambodia, would differ from its
prototype in the motherland. Could a long rectangular house in front of the prang on the east
have been made of perishable material and therefore have disappeared ? When the Thai were
in power, they constructed a vihara in laterite on the east and a mandapa (a square structure) for
a large standing Buddha on the north.

At this point we must consider the second period of Sukhothai Art, which according
to Dr. Krairiksh dates from 1800 to 1850 B.E.

First, regarding the group of monuments in the centre of Wat Mahathat in the middle
of the old}own of Sukhothai, the reviewer thinks that they were built after 1835 B.E. (1292 A.D.),
the last date in Sukhothai Inscription No. 1, as in that inscription there is no reference to a stupa
in the middle of the town of Sukhothai but only to some vikgra and Buddha images. Regarding
the terracotta Buddhist votive tablets (pls. 10-12), the reviewer thinks that they belong to Khmer
or Lopburi Art and could have been imported into Sukhothai quite easily, if not fabricated there
by the Khmer themselves. It is gratifyint to know that the Buddhist votive tablets in plates13 and
14 are admitted by Dr. Krairiksh as belonging to Burmese Art and as having been imported
from Pagan (in the Thai version of the article), and are not classified as Sukhothai Art.

With respect to the square stupa in Wat Phra Phai Luang, the reviewer thinks that it
was erected during the early Sukhothai period, as it was restored at leat two times during the
Sukhothai epoch. The faces of the stucco Buddha images in the niches resemble those of what
is usually called early Chiengsaen or early Lanna (northern Thai) Art. The reviewer wonders
whether Dr. Krairiksh has any evidence to support his theory that Lanna Art in the first half of
the 14th century was still “*heavily influenced by the Mon art of Lamphun’’. Dr. Krairiksh
himself suggests in his book The Sacred Image, Sculptures from Thailand, 1979, p. 24, that the
nomenclature *“Uthong style’’ should be changed to that of ““Suphanburi-Sankhaburi’, the name
of the two towns in central Thailand, which denotes that the Buddha images of the Uthong style
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were widely fabricated in those places. Thus thev might have been brought up to Sukhothai quite
casily. Moreover, according 1o the report of the excavations at Wat Phra Phai Luang published
bv the Fine Arts Department in 1969, the stucco head and arm of a so-called early Chiengsaen
Buddha image was found inside the body of a Sukhothai stucco Buddha figure in the central
nrang of Wat Phra Phail Luang. Would not this discovery indicate that the style of the early
Chiengsaen Buddha image was anterior to that of Sukhothai and therefore dates before the
first half of the 14th century ?

Concerning Sukhothai Inscription No. 1, the reviewer agrees with Dr. Krairiksh that
he first 18 lines of that inscription belong to King Ram Khamhaeng himself, and the section
rrom the 18th line to the 8th line of the fourth side (not the 12th line as indicated by Dr. Krairiksh)
< the second part, written by somebody else. The third section begins at the 8th line of the fourth
<1de and extends to the 27th. The reviewer thinks that these three sections were not inscribed
2 very long time apart as they all use the same calligraphy, which is different from subseqguent
sukhothai epigraphy, but the vocabulary used is mostly similar to that in Sukhothai Inscription
No. 2, published by the Thai Fine Arts Department in 1984, p. 78. Morcover, this Sukhothal
Inscription No. 1 was discovered by King Mongkut (Rama 1V) at Sukhothai in 1833 when he was

il in the monkhood, and since that time more than ten Sukhothai inscriptions have been
Ziscovered. None of them so far have contradicted the events related in Sukhothai Inscription
“o. . Therefore, though the latter two parts of Inscription No. I culogize King Ram Khmahaeng
~osthumously, the reviewer sees no reason to doubt them.

According to Inscription No. 1, Wat Saphan Hin has as its main Buddha image Phra
yrtharot, which means a standing Buddha image 18 cubits high, How then could the life-size
anding Buddha image in stone in the Mon (Dvaravati) style of the early 10th century suggested
=+ Dr. Krairiksh be Phra Attharot ? This Mon style image, moreover, stands in the ¢ribhanga
iple flexion) pose and has the beautiful wavy line of the hem of the robe falling down from

c raised left wrist. According to the reviewer, its date should not be later than the 6th or 7th
nrury, and it could have been moved up to Sukhothai from central or southern Thailand.

has surely never been the main image at Wat Saphan Hin.

As for Phra Achana, the reviewer admits that this huge stucco seated Buddha image at

Aat’Si Chum, in the northern sector of Sukhothai, has been restored several times, including
- uring the Ayudhya period. If Dr. Krairiksh thinks that the Phra Achana mentioned in Sukhothai
ription No. 1 is not this huge stucco image, he should have pointed out which image he thinks
~zing described. It is improper to deny something and then just leave a lacuna. The square
-uciure (mandapa) once completely covering the image as well as the engraved slate slabs used
the ceiling of the encircling tunnel should also be taken into account and need some explanation.

[ have already admitted that 1 would not venture to place any archaeo-logical structure

- object into any precise reign without concrete inscriptional evidence. I would like to say only
~at the laterite railings and the gateways around Phra Mahathat in the present town of Chalieng
zre probably constructed during the early Sukhothai period as they still show strong Khmer
Tluence. The three prang at Wat Si Sawai were presumably completed later because the antefixes,
sugh showing some Khmer influence, already denote some Thai characteristics, such as an
.al face. As for the four prang at Wat Mahathat in the centre of the town of Sukhothai, they
«ere surely built after 1835 B.E. (1292 A.D.) as Sukhothai Inscription No. 1 never refers to them.

Mr. Griswold suggests that Buddha images dated to the reign of King Ram Khamhaeng
r¢ the Buddha images at Wat Chang Lom in Si Satchanalai and the walking Buddha in stucco
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at Wat Mahathht in Chalieng because these two statues share one common feature; a long pleated
end of the robe on the left shoulder. Now there is one dated image wearing the same type of the
end of the robe: the bronze seated Buddha under the Naga in the attitude of subduing Mara
found at Grahi (Chaiya), southern Thailand, with an inscription on the base giving a date
equivalent to 1183 A.D. (after Professor Coedés), or 1279 or 1291 A.D. (after Professor de
Casparis). King Ram Khamhaeng, according to Professor Dr. Prasert na Nagara, reigned from
1279 to 1298 A.D. So this type of monastic dress could have received influence from southern
Thailand when King Ram Khamhaeng spread his power down there as is indicated in Sukhothai
Inscription No. 1. In the article by Professor J.G. de Casparis entitled ‘‘The Date of the Grahi
Buddha’’ in the Journal of the Siam Society, Vol. LV, Pt. 1, January 1967, pp. 31-40, the writer
states twice that the Grahi Buddha ““is closely related to that of the Sukhothai Buddhas’’ (pp. 31
and 33). Moreover, the reviewer has seen the stucco torso of a Buddha image from Wat Kad Thom
in Chiengmai, which Dr. Penth, the German epigraphist, and Dr. Krairiksh admit was founded
by King Mangrai of Chiengmai (1262-1312 A.D.). This torso also wears a long pleated end of the
robe on the left shoulder. So it can be surmised that this characteristic was popular both at
Sukhothai and Chiengmai in the second halfl of the 13th century. This torso is now in the Chiengmai
National Museum.

The reviewer has already indicated that the Buddha images of Uthong A style found at
Sukhothai might have been imported from central Thailand. As for the silver Buddha from
Wat Phra Phai Luang (pl. 18), the reviewer would like to ask the reader to judge for him or
herself whether this image should belong to the beginning of Sukhothai art or to the period of
decadence already denoting some Ayudhya characteristics.

In conclusion, therefore, the reviewer would like to emphasize that he disagrees with
Dr. Krairiksh on nearly every point and would like to see the later parts of his article, which is
to be continued.
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